
18/11/2022 18:54 Newsroom - Finance - Vale advances with the decharacterization plan for B3/B4 and Sul Superior dams

p-saladeimprensa.valepub.net/en/Paginas/Articles.aspx?s=Finance&&rID=1493 1/2

07/05/2021

Vale advances with the decharacterization plan for B3/B4
and Sul Superior dams

Vale, committed to transparent communication, informs that it will start activities with unmanned equipment for the
removal of tailings from B3/B4 dam, at Mar Azul mine, in Nova Lima (MG), and Sul Superior dam, at Gongo Soco mine, in
Barão de Cocais (MG). Actions were assessed and approved by the Public Prosecutor’s technical auditor, in addition to
the entire body of external consultants hired by the company to prepare the projects, and represent the progress of the
company's Decharacterization Program and the commitment to an approach fully focused on the safety of people and
structures. 

It is important to inform that the decharacterization of these dams, which are currently at emergency level 3 of the
Emergency Action Plans for Mining Dams (“PAEBM”), is a complex process. Aware that any intervention may increase
risks, the company has already carried out several preventive actions, including the removal of all residents from the
respective Self-Rescue Zones (“ZAS”) and the construction of back-up dams (downstream containment structures) in
both territories.

At the Sul Superior dam, the removal will begin with the collection of samples, which aims to increase knowledge on the
characteristics of the material disposed in the reservoir, to improve safety and the techniques that will be used in the
decharacterization process, in addition to subsidizing studies to define vibration control levels. Channels will also be
opened to improve the flow of water from the structure, preventing accumulation in the reservoir, especially during the
rainy season. At the B3/B4 dam, the tailings removal will be performed together with the completion of the partial removal
of a waste pile present at the site, from which 350 thousand cubic meters of material have already been removed since
November 2020. It should be noted that all activities performed and planned for the two dams will be fully executed with
unmanned equipment, operated remotely and safely from a control center outside the structures. All actions were
communicated to the technical audit of the Public Prosecutor’s Office of Minas Gerais and the competent bodies. 

In view of the complexity and risks of the decharacterization process of these structures, Vale informs that it has strict
control over all the actions implemented with the objective of ensuring the safety of workers and people living in nearby
communities. In addition, Vale is also studying additional measures to minimize any residual impacts on water bodies
downstream of the back-up dams. 

The back-up dams built downstream of the two dams are complete and have the capacity to contain the tailings if
needed. The structure that serves Sul Superior dam is 36 meters high and 330 meters long. The structure that serves
B3/B4 dam is 33 meters high and 221 meters long. The works followed the strictest Brazilian standards, the best
engineering practices and technical references from international entities used for similar constructions. Specialist
companies, independent from the designer and the builder, assessed and certified that the back-up dams are stable and,
therefore, provide safety to the communities downstream. The technical auditor of the Public Prosecutor’s Office of Minas
Gerais also ratified the stability of the back-up dams. 

Still as part of risk control, the dams continue to be permanently monitored by the Geotechnical Monitoring Center
(“CMG”). If necessary, the activities will be suspended for appropriate evaluations. The actions follow all the precautions
and measures for prevention to Covid-19. 
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More information
 

Click here to see our contacts

Media Relations Office

imprensa@vale.com

Decharacterization Program

Since 2019, five of Vale’s structures have been completely decharacterized and reintegrated into the environment. The
first was 8B dam, at the Águas Claras mine, in Nova Lima (MG), still in 2019, followed by three structures in the State of
Pará. The decharacterization of Dique Rio do Peixe, in Itabira (MG), is also complete, and the next one to be completely
decharacterized will be Fernandinho dam, also in Nova Lima (MG). 

Vale's Decharacterization Program for upstream dams is based on technical information and studies and considers the
specificity of each of the 30 geotechnical structures, comprising 16 dams, 12 dikes and 2 drained piles. 

The decharacterization of upstream dams is a legal obligation of all mining companies in Brazil and Vale, committed to all,
has executed all activities with the monitoring and support of external consultants, authorities and technical auditors of the
authorities, always with the premise of safety of people and the environment. Each project, without distinction, is
technically reviewed by more than one specialist, including the Public Prosecutor’s technical auditor. The schedule and
further information on the progress of works are available at www.vale.com/esg.
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